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QQC: White Privilege by Peggy McIntosh

Quote: Although there were many quotes that helped open my eyes to the endless unseen privileges that white people have been born with, one of the daily effects of white privilege that McIntosh mentions made me really reflect upon the lives of my African American students. “3. I can turn on the television or open to the front page of the paper and see people of my race widely represented.” 

Comment: This is something that has always struck me when observing the media. I have always recognized how important it is for students of minorities to have role models they can identify with racially. However, in order to counteract the way African Americans are so negatively portrayed throughout our media, simply seeing a variety of positive role models just is not enough. There has got to be something more we can do as teachers to help turnaround these negative perceptions of people of minorities. 

I once saw a video clip of a study on how African American children perceive other African American baby dolls. There was one instance where an adult was interviewing a child that was not even three years old. The woman held up a white baby doll and a black baby doll and asked which doll the child would rather play with and why. In most all cases, the children chose the white doll. When asked why, the child expressed that the white doll was more attractive and nicer than the black doll. They showed extreme negative feelings towards the black doll, even though they themselves are black. Later, the interviewer asked the children which doll they looked more like and one of the children paused for a while and then hesitantly pointed to the black baby doll almost as though they were ashamed of themselves for being black. This video clip brought tears to my eyes. The media and other larger systems we have in place, train our kids to believe that white is the superior color. This brainwashing begins from day one of a baby’s life. Reading this excerpt, White Privilege acknowledges all of the subtler and less obvious ways that white people continue to let this racism continue. Just by making ourselves aware of the privileges our race has been born with can help our society move towards a more equitable place.

Questions: Although I have done very little research on the sociology and roots of racism, I have many questions about where racism begins and how it feels to be “non white.” Many of my questions are quite big and broad. How can we break this system so that children as young as two years old don’t see being black as a negative thing? How must that feel for black children that think they are “bad” because of their skin color? Where and how do we begin to change the media so African Americans are not being portrayed solely in negative ways? How can I create a learning experience in my classroom that shows ALL students how it feels to be a minority? How can we empower our students to create change within this structure? What can I do to help more white people realize how privileged they are? 

