Jacqui Allen

QQC: Project Based Learning “Spilling into Life”

Quote: “I was always taught that you went to elementary school to prepare for junior high to prepare for high school which prepared you for college which prepared you for life. But life was happening when I was fourteen, and I was stuck in school. I wasn’t being prepared, I was being held back, constrained…” 

Comment: This was a comment spoken from a boy, who might have even been on the “college” track. I can only begin to imagine what a student stuck in the lower track thinks about school. At seven hours a day, five days a week for thirteen years, one would only hope that those millions of hours of schooling were actually serving the purpose of educating the whole child and preparing them for their present and future life. We spend almost a third of our waking day as kids in school. This is so sad that so many kids are “wasting” their precious time in school. Not only are they not becoming life-long learners who are passionate about education, but there are so many doors that remain closed for them; and they don’t even know these opportunities exist in the world. Who do we expect to fill the many important roles within our society? Many teachers are teaching in institutions that often do not encourage and/or allow for students to explore the real world, leaving kids with a total disconnected view of the academics we teach. Why will students be engaged in the content we teach if they don’t see any real world relevance? When I think back to elementary school and junior high, I feel like I don’t remember much. The parts I do remember were from classes with very eccentric and creative teachers that thought out of the box and taught in unconventional ways where we were learning exciting things and doing projects that we were interested in. I never felt constrained or held back at the time because this was all I knew. Fortunately for me, my high school experience at Souhegan High, a more “alternative” school changed my views on education and showed me that learning was fun and connected what I was doing everyday in school with my community surrounding me. The ComAcad as well as the High Tech schools are very similar models to Souhegan. This experience was truly what inspired me to become a teacher. However, I find myself frustrated on a day to day basis because I now teach at a school so very different than the one I left years ago. I try to still bring the real world and community into my classroom and teach using project based learning, however, the supports needed are not ingrained into the institution I teach in. Our students are tracked and tested heavily and cross curriculum instruction is not a norm at Keiller. Although I feel like I can still teach math, making the content meaningful to my students, it is not as easy as I would like and I consistently have to jump over hurdles from people that have a more traditional view on education. 

Question: How can we set up more supports (common grade level preps, more technology, time and freedom to plan more projects) into district schools? There are so many great schools that use project based learning in which the teachers design the curriculum, however, most of them seem to be charter schools. 
