Jacqui Allen’s Living Resources

1. Kate Okiokiolu: Associate Professor  of Mathematics University of California at San Diego 

This is a woman that I had stumbled upon  years ago as one of my mathematicians of the month for my students to research.  She is an African American mathematician born in England. Kate received her master’s degree and PHD from UCLA. She has been a professor at UCSD since 1997. She has done several math projects and studies that have involved inner city children and ways to better serve their population within the math classroom. Her emphasis is on real world application of math in order to increase student engagement.  One example of a project she has created involves student designing their own clothing line.  I plan to interview Kate about ideas she has to help me increase student engagement within my own classroom as well as invite her into my classroom as a guest speaker.

Office phone: 858-534-7227 


Web page: http://math.ucsd.edu/~okikiolu/
2. Pat Manns: Pat is a seventh grade math teacher at Pershing Middle School. She received a Masters in Education from SDSU focusing on asking students higher level questions that allow for deeper probing into students understanding. She was my BTSA support provider and previously worked at KLA with me. She has always been an invaluable resource for me and someone that I often collaborated with in planning math lessons and projects.  She is an expert at providing students with a conceptual understanding of math and not just focusing on math procedures. I plan to work with Pat and “steal” some of her games, projects and lesson ideas.  

Email: pmanns@sandi.net
3. Carmen Nunez: Carmen is a fifth grade math and science teacher at Central Elementary. She recently completed her Master’s degree in K-8 Math Education. She has been teaching for over ten years and used to be my partner teacher at Central Elementary.  I plan to meet with Carmen to gather ideas for different math games and other strategies to help increase student engagement in the classroom. 

Email: Carmen_nunez@hotmail.com
4. Ashley Carrico: Ashley is currently teaching fifth grade at Explorer Elementary school. She began the HTH Teacher Leadership program last year and focused her action research on the effects of math games in the classroom. I plan to interview Ashley about her findings that she has gathered about Math games as well as different math games that she has created or used in her classroom. I also plan to research many of the resources she has previously used for her Action Research project.  

Email: mrsashleycarrico@yahoo.com
5. Dr. Joi Spencer: Dr. Spencer is a teacher researcher and a Professor within the Teacher Education program at USD. She focuses much of her research on how ethnic identity effects students’ mathematic achievement and confidence level.  She developed and implemented an action research project on the achievement of African American children. Dr. Spencer has conducted a year-long action research project here at KLA. I am going to use the research she has previously gathered from my last year’s students as a resource and model for my own action research project. She has observed me teaching on numerous occasions and has collected a lot of data on the student population in KLA.  

Email: joi.spencer@sandiego.edu
6. Marilyn Burns: Many of the resources I use daily when planning my math lessons are books written and compiled by Marilyn Burns.  She is legend within the field of mathematics. I am not sure that there is one math teacher in this country that does not know of Burns.  Burns founded a company called Math Solutions which is dedicated to providing teachers with professional development in the K-8 math classroom. The three goals they state in order to improve math teaching are “1. Increase their understanding of the math they teach; 2. Deepen their insights into how children best learn math; and 3. Develop effective strategies for teaching children mathematics (www.mathsolutions.com).” She is an amazing author that I wish to contact. Through exploring the math Solutions website, I found numerous interviews with Burns and articles she has written on increasing all student engagement through teaching math. I would love to write her asking how she feels math games affect students’ engagement and achievement as well as what are the qualities of a great math game.  On the Math Solution Website, there is also a place where teachers can ask questions that Burns will reply to. 

Address: Marilyn Burns and Robyn Sibley



 C/o Marilyn Burns Education Associates



150 Gate 5 road, Suite 101



Sausalito, CA 94965


Phone:  1-800-868-9092


Email: MoreQuestions@mathsolutions.com
