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Conversing with Colleagues

As usual, my math partner, Charles and I sat to begin another planning session. We have always agreed on most things and together, we make a great team. We meet regularly, we plan, and we always touch base to reflect on how things went and what changes we should make for next time. Both Charles and I both feel the excruciating pressure of test scores. There is never a math department meeting where the “test” is not mentioned and how we can continue to improve on students’ test scores. How can we focus on our Basic students to push them towards Proficient? This is the band level that schools receive the most funding for. What about the Far Below Basic students that hate math? Are they just left in the dust? Throughout my course work in the GSE program, I have really focused on planning fun, mini projects to incorporate into our curriculum. Both Charles and I have both been excited and definitely feel it is totally needed to add more motivating math experiences for our students. 


After our last two PBL classes, I have began to develop a project on scaling, ratios and proportions that carries out over a longer period of time. Now keep in mind when I asked my Interim principle, Mrs. Reese what she though of the idea of incorporating more PBL into my curriculum, she replied, “I think that is a great idea to do with the students after testing.” So here I am thinking, great, so our students can begin to enjoy math AFTER TESTING! How am I going to fit all of these project ideas in after testing and actually make it feel relevant to my students?  So I decided to take a risk, and begin to plan my larger project, but keep it on the down low. When discussing this idea with Charles, he felt very apprehensive to plan and implement this larger scale project. Many of his concerns and questions I too share with him. He asked, “When are we going to have time to do this? How are we going to hide this big project from admin and stray away from CPM, our curriculum for that long? How are we ever going to get the money needed for supplies?” These were all legitimate questions he posed which I didn’t really have answers to. He suggested that we try this project with a smaller group of students that we have in a math afterschool club. Although I feel the students that could really benefit from this type of learning do not attend our afterschool club, I agreed to his suggestion. This left me feeling a bit disappointed, not with him, but with our school’s philosophy as a whole. I took this disappointment and funneled it towards continuing the planning of smaller projects that are easier to “sneak” into my math curriculum. 

I then spoke with April Mayor about planning a money checkbook project with our students. She was excited about the idea of panning projects with another 6th grade teaching so we made a date to meet and work. In fact, we were so excited to plan, that we even met at Starbuck on the Friday evening before a three day weekend. I guess you call us PBL dorks! I feel great about the project we planned and totally confident that students will enjoy it as well. This is a great project for me to bring into my classroom and doesn’t involve me taking weeks away from our CPM curriculum. I will take one full class period to launch the project and then the project will continue over the next few months, working on it here and there for shorter periods of time. When I bring these ideas back to Charles, I think he too will be really excited to begin this project. I look at this project and my experience as instead of leaping flat into PBL, I am taking baby steps and drizzling bits and pieces here and there. Although this is not as beneficial as a total PBL environment, I do feel it will increase student engagement and motivation in my classroom and also pump me up to continue my path towards incorporating more projects along the way.
